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yovernment General of Chosen. 
Keijo, November 4, 1915 
Dr. Arthur J. Brown, 


Chairman of Board of Foreign Mission, 
New York. 


In reply to your favour dated June 16, relating ti the 
educational question, I had prepared a long letter and was in- 
tending to mail it, when on Sentember 17 I had the »leasant onv- 
portunity ot meeting your associate, Dr. Robert &. Speer, here 

FE 
a 


at Seoul, of which I availed myself to tully exchange views with 
him on the subject of the separation of religion from education. 
On that occasion, I expressed at length our idees on the cnestion 
and also fully explained the actual state of things in Chosen 
bearing on the question. Dr. speer anveared to have unders tood 
and appreciated eur position, and [ trust that you will hear from 

a 

uU 


h 
him in the Stee BOE all about the question. Jn view of this, 
I could hardly deem it necessary t® answer your questions ene by 
one, and so [I have decided not to send you my revly above referred 
to, in which I tried to remove causes for misanoprehension follow- 
ing your suggestions in order. Out of courtesy, however, te your 


lnusual consideration with which you wrote me the letter now under 
acknowledgment, I will set forth for your information the general 
views I entertain on the subject, while avoiding to repeat what 

I told Dr. Speer by way of answering your suggestions. 


I beg first to draw your attention to the fact that the ad- 
ministrative policy fixed by the Immerial Government of Javan for 
Chosen fundamentally differs in its idea and aim from that taken 
by European and American Governments towards their colonies, By 
taking into consideration historical and racial relations between 
the two peovies, it is the purvose of Jasan to assist, guide and 
lift us the Korean pesole lagging in the race of civili i 
and meke them not only good and intelligent but also loyal sub- 


jects of the smpire both in name and reality Mhis is a very 
difficuit tasx to accomoli a d out oy all means 


eh, but must be car: 
in order to ensure the lasting welfare an 

h 

(xX 


peonles. It may be said that this is the provide issio of 
the Government General of Chosen. The recent amendment made in 
the Rezguletions for Private Schools is nothing more or lesa than 

& sten taken for attaining the aim of assimilation by directing 
and unifying the trend of »omular mind vari »assu the improvements 
in material features of the veonle in this veninsulu. Aecordingly 
it has been provided in the Regulations that all schools engaged 
in national (general) education, no matter whether they be Govern- 


ment, public or pri vate establishments, should conform to the 
ejucational policy fixed py the Government. I regret to hear that 
there are some people who are apt to consider this measure es one 
aimed at creating a restriction on religious activity. Nothing 
could be further from the truth than such presumption. 


Ghe Regulations for Privete Schools are, as it is self-evident, 
to be aoplied to cll privete schools engeged in national education ~. 
except of course those soeciai schools teaching only particular . 
subject or subjects of study, such for instance as B3cok-Keeping, 
ostenogranhy, Foreign Langueges, ete. There are in Chosen more 
than twelve hundred private schools, of which the sn-called mission 
schools occunvy « litt#e more than one-third, As if would be clear 
from the fact that mission schools are given the grace of ten 
years to Rao ereniee to the requirenmcnts, the chief wim of the Regula- 
fions wus to control und inproye ,the Z,orean private schools other 
than ii oeion: sehools. §gtill a pac eek guestion has been raised us 
to whether or not they would effect relig cious freedom, I am obliged 
to discuss the matter from thet standpoint. 


the 2egulutions in guestion have no concern with Religious 

yrovazation at all. he Government General does not, As France 
has done, prohibit religious corporations to engage in educational 
work. On the contrary, it allows churches or religionists to carry 
on educational work just as ordinary adie persons or private in- 
dividuals. Only in case churches or religionists intend to take 
un national education, they are required to observe the established 
educational regulations, just eas ordinary legal persons or vrivate 
individuals undertakings the same work are required to do; for by 
so doing they zo beyond the »roper limit of religion and enter the 
domain #f education, the sontrol of the latter of which falls in 
the functions of the State. Whe chief reason J referred in ny 
orevious letter to education..1 conditions in your country, was to 
point out that the educational policy adosoted in Chosen had been 
no new invention, in view of the fact that in the public schools 
in your country attended oy nine-tenths of the total number of 
qupils (attested by the stutement by Chancellor 3lmer E. Brown,of 
the New York University, guoted in your letter) no religious 

eaching is Ziven, and that the ‘mericun Jovernment has made it 
for & lomg time the princinie of netion:1 education to separate 
education from religion. You suy that in america no restrictions 
whatever are pnlaced on private schools —s reg:rds religion. [I 
gsnould think, that this is not a cues stion of princisle, but it is 
the question of fact. It seems to me that there is no necessity 
whatever to place restrietions with rezard to religion on vrivate 
schools in America, attended by only one-tenth of the total number 
of pupils, most of which giving esusetion under a regular curric- 
ulum excluding as a general rule Bible teacning. I cannet help 
feeling envious of the edvanced stuge attained by your sountry; 
for were Chosen as advanced .s your country the Government would 

ind its tusk more simcle and easy in dealing with educational 
effairs. 


De 


I often hear th.t some missionaries in Chosen entertain the 
Opinion that the same education.1 policy as nursued in Javan 
should be applied to Chosen snd the same orivilege as extended 
to mission schools in the mother country be extended to similar 
institutions in the peninsula. ‘his opinion, I do not hesitate 
to say, emanates from,@rroneous conception of conditions existing 
in the two different parts of the country. While as a matter of 
fact there are in Chosen several hundred mission schools carrying 
on education of the common school grade, in Japan vroper there 
exist practically no such mission schools, the schools heving any 
connection with the missions there being of the middle school or 
higher grade. Besides the number of such schools is less then 
one can count on fingers of s hand. In Javan proper, where educe- 
tional organs are complete, these schools might be left veut of 
account. Nevertheless the Eduwsational Denartment does not ellow 
ny of these few schools to adovt the name of middle school as 
long as they include religion in their curriculum. It is only 
recently tht it granted a netition to call Chugaku-bu (middle 
grade department) what they hitherto called futsu~bulinternediate 
department), but they are not ellowed to oall it chuzakko(Middle 
School) just as before. he Instruction of the Zducational 
Minister that no religion should be taught nor eny religious cer- 
emonies be held in schools, in which the curriculum as fixed by 
the Government is to be adovted, is still in force and here in 
Chosen we ere simply sarrying into effect the princinle emoodied 
in that Instructisn. Only in Javan vroaner a school which does not 
use the anpelletion of Chugakko (Middle School) is not required to 
exclude religion, but in Chosen any schools practically giving 
education of the middle school grade, no matter by whatever name 
they are called, are treated in the g.me wayes other middle schools. 
his measure is taken in order to prevent mnisrepresentation and is 
« Step not only theoretically right but necessary end unavoideble 
in view of the prevailing condition in Chosen. should Chosen at- 
tain the seme stase of progre=s as in Japan, there can be no room 
for disputing about the matier, but inesmuch as the educationel 
eonditions in the two parts are widely difserent it is altorether 
unreasonable to as: for tne enforcement orf one und the same prac- 
tice in the two different varts. I mey add here a few remarks in 
order to remove any possible cause for misaporenension of my state- 
ment. It is nerfeatly free for students of e11 schools, whether 
Governmental or privete, to study the Bible, outside of the schools 
end fixed school yhours, under private teachers or at sveciel in- 
stitutes such as sunday schools, seminaries or Churches. j3uch is 
in my opinion the general vractice cil over the oivilized countries. 


I beg further to call your attention to the circumstance, in 
which the Government-General of Chosen has extended to the nrivate 
schools now existing the srace of ten years in regard to the en- 
forcement of the Rezulutions. ‘There seem to be some seople, wno, 
while conceding that it is undoudtedly « special »rivilege, think 


that at the end of the snecified period, mission schools will 
have either to labour undér some hee VY restrictions or to close 
altogether. This view, I should think, originates in an erroneous 
idea that mission schools, especially those of the elementary grade, 
will continue to flourish for e long time to come, if not perme- 
nently. ‘he missioneries fhemselves say that the reason why mis- 
Sions esteblished so many elementary, schools in Chosen was the 
fact that in e.rly deys the former X¢erean Government naid but 
Slight attention to educational work, and they are commelled to 
undertake, besides the werk of religious propagation, sducetional 
wor’: in order to fill the gay. Due, however, to the change of 
times sinee those days, esneci.lly to the meusures taken by the 
Government -General since the annexation to increase the number 
of nublie common schools with the purpose of carrying out the 
assimilation »volicy above referred to, special educations 21 organs 
ere graduelly gsivine their »nlace to rex tular educational organs. 
In Japan prover many yeurs ago there existed some mission schools 
of the elen lentary grade, but ulong with the »rogress made by the 
Imeerizl Government in commleting education..1 system, such schools 
sraduelly begen to disanoear und today none are found existent. 4 
consideration of this fact will show thet the undertaking of gen-~ 
eral eiucetional work by the missions in Chosen is a temnorary 
work of expedienoe and alone with the comoletion of the general 
educétional system, mission schools will grudually decrease in 
number or lose their raison d'etre. AS a matter of fact durins 
the four years since annexation un to 1914, the number of mission 
schools decreased from 746 to 473; the annu..1 rate of decrease 
oeing 68 on an ayerege. Inferring from this fact, it is not quite 
unlizely that in six or seven yeurs to come there will be no mis-~- 
Sion schools in Chosen undertaking cowmon eluecation, as it is the 
e¢xse in Japan »vrover. At any rute it is certain that the fear that 
misgion schgols will find themselves vlaced in some difficult posi- 
tion on account of the Regulations being enforced after ten years 
henoe is entirely groundless. 


While our Sovermment stands entirely aloof of relision, ae 
has never isnored or slighteduit. On the contrarg it has alwey 
respected all réligions which render good services in nid bes ide 
and promoting morality. In Chosen especially have the authorities 
not only extended to religious bodies such orivilege as the exem»- 
tion of land and houses used for religious >purvoses from taxation, 
but uiso have frequently shown them syecial fevour in regara to 
the use of Govermment »orovorties for e¢arrying on their work. e- 
cently reguleétions concernins religious sronagation have been 
fremed and »~romulgated. ‘hese are nothing more than the complete 
resulations applicable to all religious workers irrespective of 
their being foreigners, Japanese or Xorean, replacing the old 
resulations hitherto anrplied to Japanese only, while no regulations 
have existed for Koreans. It is necessary not only for the self- 
orotection of a Stute to control such religions or propagation 
methods as are likely to cause injury to society, but also for the 
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THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN ea ees IN THE U.S.A. 
_AIB/B 156 Fifth Avenue OFFICE OF SECRETARY 
NEw YORK 
February 7, 1916, 
To His Excellency M, Komatsu, 
Director of the Bureau of Foreign Affairs, 
Seoul, Chosen, 
My dear Mr. Komatsu: 

I received in due time Your Excellency'ts courteous 
and friendly letter of November 4th, in reply to my letter of June 16th 
regarding the Ordinance of the Government-General of Chosen on the 
separatien of education and religion in missionary as well as in 
Government schools, My colleague, Dr. Robert E. Speer, arrived the 
last of November and reported his pleasant personal conference with 
you and other high officials of the Government-General during his 
visit in Keijo, We have gone carefully over the whole matter with 
our Presbyterian Board, and informally with the officers of some eof 
the other Boards which are conducting educational work in Chosen, 

We deeply appreciate the cordial tone of your communicatien and your 
thoughtfulness in giving a copy to the Rev. James BE. Adams, of Taiku, 
and alao in making it publicly aveilawle in the form of an interview 
in the Seeuvl Press of November 25th, so that the whole missionary 
body could have an opportunity to see it, 

A comparison of my letter of June 16th, and your letter 
of November 4th in reply, indicates that our pesitions are still 
widely dissimilar on the central question as to whether missionary 
schools, which were founded and are maintained in Chosen by religious 


people in America for distinctively religious purposes, can continue 


to exist in a form which would justify mission Boards in expending 


b 
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money upon them as_missionary agencies, unless they can teach religiun 
either in the school or outside of the government curriculum but in 
connection with the institution as an avowed part of our purpose 
in maintaining it. We had indulged the hope that, under an order 
‘promuigated in Sen-Sen and designated as WHEducation No, 1371, 
Fourth Year. Taishe, September 17th, by the Civil Governor// a 
mutually practicable plan might be found, but we gather that this 
arrangement is discouraged by certain instructions to local officials 
such as “High Police No, 20, 601, Fourth Year Taisho, September 268th, 
Soitchire Tachibena, Chief of Police Affairs Department, to Isaburo 
Yamagata, Civil Governor,” and ‘*iducation No, 1,371, Fourth Year 
Taisho, October 29th, Director of Home Affairs Department, to Chief 
of Polizve Affairs Department /“ both of which apnear to object to 
religious teaching to students not only in school hours but 'tbefore 


regular school hours and after regular school hours # 


lt therefore appears that if we were obliged at this 
time to exclude religious teaching from all our mission schools, we 
should find ourselves in the painful position which was described 
in my letter of June 16th. In these circumstances, we deeply 
appreciate the distinguished consideration of the Government-General 
in very cordially and on its own initiative affording existing 
Mission schools a period of ten years during which, if I may quote 
the language of the Director of Home Affairs Department in “Rducation 
Wo. 1,371, October 29th,* they “may continue giving religious 
instruc ti orfthe same as before. This will afford time for further 
friendly discussion and for the effort to find some method of 


adjustment, which we trust may be satisfactory to the Government~ 


pm? 
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and the other problems involved in our relationship to the . 
Government—General, While adhering to the position taken 

in Secretary Arthur J. Brown's letter of June 16th, 1915, 

to Mr. Komatsu, regarding the indispensable place of the 
Bible and religious teaching in Mission schools, we are 
inclined to believe that the general attitude of the Hoard 
and the Mission toward the Japanese administration and 

policy in Chosen may be regarded by the Government-General 

&s more vital and determinative than the question of religion 
in private schools, and that in our further conferences with 
the authorities we should make our position clear on this 
subject, A happy adjustment may be practicable on the 

basis of complete mutual confidence which would be impossible 
without it. Fortunately, this does not involve a change 

in our policy, but simply a more categorical official 
expression of it. We,therefore, recommend that the policy 
and correspondence of the Board, in its relation both with 

the Mission and with the Japanese Government-Genpral, continue 
to be governed by the general principles which have character- 
ized it hitherto and which may be epitomized as follows; 


"1, That full recognition be given to the fact 
that Chosen has become an integral part of the Empire of 
Japan, and that the lawfully constituted Government should 
be given all due obedience and respect, 


"2. That we bear in mind that the policy of the 
Government-General, as stated by Mr. Komatsu, is to ‘make 
the Korean people not only good and intelligent but also 
loyal subjects of the Empire both in name and reality,' 
and to ‘attain the aim of assimilation by directing and 
unifying the trend of the popular mind pari passu with the 
improvements in material features of the people in the 
peninsula, 


"3. That we remember that the Japanese feel that 
the carrying out of this policy, in the peculiar conditions 
which prevail in Chosen, justifies a closer and more complete 
governmental control than might be deemed necessary in other 
circumstances, and that the discussion of such questions 
by foreigners is a delicate matter, 


"4, That we believe that the Government-General 
has enacted many wise and helpful laws and has inaugurated 
highly praiseworthy reforms and improvements which are of 
large value to the Koreans, 


"5. That while carefully abstaining from political 
affairs, it is the desire and purpose of the Board and Mission 
that, so far as their influence may be properly exerted in 
such matters, it should be in loyal co-operation with the 
Japanese Government-General, 


> 
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General and at the same time enable us to preserve the distinctively 
Christian character and influence of our mission schools, a matter 
which we are obliged to regard as absolutely vital. Pending this 
discussion, our Board will not countenance the opening of new 
schools in connection with our Presbyterian work in Chosen, 


The consideration to which I now wish to address 


‘myself in behalf of the Presbyterian Board is suggested by certain 


intimations in your letters of April 8th and November 4th, the 
importance of which have been emphasized by Dr. Speer in his reports 
of his personal interview and observations during his visit in 
Chosen, namely, that the question of permitting the continuance 
of mission schools may be more or less involved with the question as 
to the supposed general attitude of the missionary body and of the 
Boards in America towards the Japanese occupation and policy in 
Chosen. it seems to us therefore that it may contribute toward 
a better understanding if we make our position entirely clear on the 
latter subject. Perhaps we are mistaken in imagining that this 
question is in your mind and in the minds of your associates in the 
Government-General; but we venture to believe that there can be 
no harm in expressing the convictions which we have long entertained 
and which we are entirely willing that all concerned should know, 
Accordingly, our Hoard, after careful consideration, has unanimously 
adopted the following official statement at its meeting February 7th: 
"The Chosen Committee and the Executive Council have 
given careful consideration to a letter, dated November 4th, 
from the Honorable M, Komatsu, Director of the Bureau of 
Foreign Affairs of the Gavernment-General of Chosen, in reply 
to Secretary Arthur J. Brown's letter of June 16th, on the 
regulations of the Government-General regarding the separetion 


of education ané religion in Mission as well as in Government 
schools, We have also considered the related correspondence 


= 
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"6, That the Board and the Itission should make it 
their object to conform to the regulations of the Government- 
GenBral which concern improvements in the grade, curriculum 

and character of schools and should carefully avoid any 

teaching or practices which are incompatible with such regula- 
thons and with the reasonable . desire of the Government-General 
to have Korean youths traineé to loyalty of sentiment to the 
constituted authorities, 


v7, That the Board approve the action of the Chosen 
Mission in ‘urging upon the members of the Mission the 
importance of the study ~_of Japenese, that each station be 
instructed to take the matter under consideration and select 
one or more of its members to give svecial study to the 
Japanese language in order that eventually there may be in 
each Stetion some missionary who hes a working kmowledge of 
the national language; that the Board ap -ropriate Yen 1,050 
to cover the cost of sending three members of the Mission, 
during the coming fiscal year, to the Japanese Lemguape School 
in Tokyo, and that the Mission be authorized to make provision 
for a similar expenditure in its regular estimates for such 
subsequent years as may be necessary. 


"8, That as regards the Ordinance on the separation 
of religion and education in mission schools, it is the view 
of the Board that, pending further conference with the 
Government-General, and further consideration and action by 
the Board, the mission schools should for the present continue 
their Bible teaching and chapel services, aveiling themselves 
of as much as may be needed of the ten years of grace which 
the Japanese Government-General itself has considerately 
offered, 


"9, That pending further conference between the 
Board and the Mission and the Government—General, no new educa- 
tional institutions should be opened, 


"10, That as a question at once arises regarding 
the classification of the Union Christian College in Seoul, 
in which the Board is co~operating with other Boards having 
missionary work in Chosen, the Board approve the recommendation 
of the Joint Comittee of the Boards on Hducation in Chosen 
that, as the Union Christian College in Seoul was projected 
more than two years before the promulgation of the law, 
March 24th, 1915, as Yen 100,990. had been secured for 
property, as arrangements for the beginning of instruction 
had been completed so that the College was an integral part 
of the existing educational plans of the Boards when the 
Ordinance nbecame known; and furthermore, as the Government- 
General has allowed the College to operate thus far under 
the permit of the John D. Wells Training School of Christian 
Workers, the Board approve the recommendation of the Joint 
Committee of the Boards on Education in Chosen that the 
Government-General be respectfully requested to regard the 
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College as coming under the ten-year period. of grace 

in the same way as other existing missionary schools; 

or if this is not possible, that the Field Board of Managers 
of the College be requested to confer with the authorities 
in the hope of securing some arrangement which will be 
acceptable to the Government anc at the seme time secure 
the full Christian character and influence of the institu- 
tion, and to report the results of such conference to the 
Boards at home for their consideration; and that pending 
these negotiations with the Janenese Government-Generel 
and final action on the subject by the Borrds, the Missions 
and the Pield Board of Managers be instructed to continue 
the work of the College on the most eeonomical practicable 
basis and to avoid commitment to any expenditures beyond 
those that are absolutely necessary to the present courses 
of instruction, these expenditures to be assigned to the 
co-operating Boerds on an equitable basis of distribution, 


w]1,. That as regards the Girls’ School at 
Syen Chyun Station, which, we are advised, the Japanese 
authorities expect to conform immediately to the new 
regulations on the ground that the school hed not received 
& government permit prior to the promulgation of the 
Ordinance, March 24, 1915, the Board support the position 
that, as the school was opened on the fail of 1907 and 
was therefore in actual operation seven and a half years 
before the promlgation of the law, as the Bosra has listed 
it in our published official annual reports from 1908 to 
the present time, as the Board sent a missionery from 
America in 1911 to conduct it amd has incurred this and 
other expenses of maintenance in good faith, as a govern- 
ment permit had been applied for long before the proposed 
new ordinence was known and in ample time for it to be 
issued, we believe that the Mission and the Board are 
justified in considering the school as an existing @fission 
school at the time the law went into effect and therefore 
entitled to continve its religious teaching for the present 
under the ten-year period of grace in the same way as other 
Mission schools, 


"12, That in view of the just requirements of the 
Government Buresu of Education regarding the equipment and 
curriculum of primary or common schools and the qaualifica- 
tions of their teachers, the increasing financial difficulty 
which the Board and the Mission have been exyeriencing 
S for several years in meeting these requirements and in 
maintaining such primary schools in competition With those 
which are equipped and maintained by the Government, and 
in view also of the probability that the Government is 
more concerned about these primary common sehools than it 
is about the comparatively small number of boarding 
schools and colleges mamntained by the missionary Boerds, 
the Mission be requested to consider whether it would 
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be expedient for us as a missionary agency to withdraw 
from the field of primary education, and to concentrate 
our educational efforts upon the boarding schools and 
other higher institutions, in the hope that the Governnent- 
General will accord this limited number of institutions 
the same freedom in regard to religious matters that is 
freely accorded to such institutions in other lends, 

We do not express a judgment upon this auestion at the 
present time, but simply recommend that the judpment 

of the Mission be sought with a view to ascertaining 
whether we should adopt in Chosen the policy that has 
long been followed by the Board end the Missions in 
Japven and the Philippine Islends, 


"13, Trhet the Board is in full sympathy with the 
requirements of the Governnent-General thet foreign as well 
es native physicians shall pass the examination prescribed 
by law, as it is both the right and the duty of every 
civilized government to safeguard its people by insisiting 
that the professions that deal with the public health are 
composed of properly qualified persons, We sre gled to 
know that the Government-General recognizes the justice of 
examining medical missionaries under present conditions 
in the inelish lenguepe, in view of the fact that a new 
missionary would have to study Japenese several years 
before acquiring sufficient facility to pass a highly 
scientific and technical examination in that language 
and that it would be impracticable for him to defer 
so long the beginning of his professional work. If the 
suthorities shall deem it necessary to hold such examinations 
in Tokyo, the Board will gledly pay the travelling expenses 
involved, 


14, That the Bosrd has learned with gratification 
of the "Report of the Intercourse with Mr. Usami, Director 
of Internal Affairs and Director of Religions in Chosen,* 
regarding the regulations for religious propagation known as 
Government Ordinence 83, and that the Mission and the Federal 
Council of the Missions in Chosen have recorded their pleasure 
that their apprehensions on this subject have been allayed 
by Mr. Usami's exnlansetions," 


As Your Excellency has piven proof of your personal 


interest and friendship, and as we are cordially willing that you 


should know what we are writing to our missionaries in Chosen, I 


enclose a copy of my official letter of 


Li 4 -3 r 


alo 
7th to the 
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Presbyterian Mission, which you will note includes the full text of 
the action of the Board with some explanatory remarks, 

With renewed aprreciation of the kindly courtesy 
which you have manifested in discussing the matter so fully, 

I have the honor to remain, in behalf of the 
Presbyterian HKoard of Missions, 


Very respectfully yours, 


mcicsure, 


1g 


THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE MADISON SQUARE BRANCDO 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. cob tiated har? 
ESG FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


CABLE ADDRESS: 


** INCULCATE,””? NEW YORE 


FOREIGN MISSIONS CODE 


Aiips- Ghicaba are. eanree 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 
47B/0 Now 514. February 7, 1916. 
In Re. Seperation of education end religion. 
To the Chesen Mission. 
My dear Friends: 


The Honorable M. Kometsu, Director of the Bureau 
reign Affeirs of the Government—General of Chosen, wrote me under 
date of November 4th, in reply to my letter of June 16th, a copy of 
which was sent you with Board letter No. 280, June 220, regarding the 
nances of the Government—Ceneral of Chosen on the separation of 
nand religion. I @o not send you-e copy of his letter es I 
end thet he very -kinély geve one to the Reve. Dr. Jemes A. fAems 
ku, which Drs ‘fems hes doubtless me@e known to you, end es the 
apne&rs préctic ioe in fult in the form of en interview with Mr. 
n the Sdoul Press of November 25th. 


of Po 
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Ever since we reoeived Mr. Kometsu'’s first letter 
_MEVs we heve been studying the question end seeking ¢11 possible 
upon it, The correspondence is voluminous ené from meny sources 
uding missionaries of our own ené@ other Beards, both in Chosen end 
P pen ené aise several prominent Japsnese frienés, some of whom ere 
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On the mein aquestion es to whether mission schools 

Should have Bible teaching anA chepel services, the Boerd still stenfs 
where it stood when I wrote to Mr. pene t ee, June 16th. Je heve helé 
ae many years end we espect to continue to hold thet religion is an 

ntegrel and indispenseble pert Sf our missionery program and thet ie 
ao not seam it our @uty as @ missionary erency £0 expend money on 
BOnOOTS in eény land unless we efn ac so in the neme of Christ sné@ with 
estricted freedom for Christien' teaching. We have been led te be- 
ve, however, that this position, which seems so exiometic to us as 
Ssionéry workers, has become somewhat overshadowed in the angen of 
the Japanese suthorities by the pelitical question of our cenerel re. 
letionship as a boty of foreigners in Chosen to the governmental sup 
remacey of the Jepenese. We @re inecline@ to think that the Jepenese 
re far more deeply interestec in the recornition of oes rightful 
uthority end influence in Chosen then they are in the cuestion of 
eligion in schools, thet they c&re comparetively little whether the 
Bible is in or out of the curriculum of & privete sohool, but thet they 
osre @ greet deal whether the missionaries in charge of that school 
not only conduct it in conf’ rmity with edaucationel standerds but per-~ 
vade it with an eaetmosphere which inclines the Korean boys anA giris to 
respect and leyelty for the Government. 


o 


a 
"> 


fond oF i 
hy! be fate 


Now, rightly or wrongly, the J@penese heve rotten 
the impression thet s part at least of the American missionary body in 
Chosem is net alt egether sympethetic with Japanese rule. Of course, 
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we believe that they are mistaken in this, end we sovla point to meny 
printed stetements in support of our position. But the point now is 
not whether we think the Japanese are tight bat that they think they 
are » You probebly know thet a good deal to this effect has appeered 
in the newspapers in Japan, end I have repeate?iy seen stetements to 

the same effect from Jepsanese both in Chosen ena America, 


: Now, it is evident thet we shell make no headwey 
whetever in our negotiations on the enforcement of the ordinance, which 
is now under consi@eration, unless we cén make our pesition clear on 
the question whish is fundamental in the minés of the Jepanese.s. Every 
government in the world is neturally sensitive ebeut the recognition 
of its Iewful authority in its own domain, especisliy in ennexed or 
colonial territory. dé 11 know how pericular the British are about 
this in Inéia, an@ the French in Madepescar, While our own Government 
in the Philippines is far more in@d&fferent on the subjeot than any 
other colonial government, it, too, is not umminfful of this consider 
ation. The Jap&nase fre @¢mone the most intensely patriotic people in 
the world. ‘Beyond any other netion they ere cherseterized by leve of 
country end devotion to its interests. They are as jesious of their 
prerogetives in Japen as Amercfans are in the United Stetes. 


This determination is naturelly intemsified in 
Chosen, wherd the Japenese are trying to assimilate a people of a coum 
try which is, from ® military snd internationel view point, the most 
exposed part of the Empire: e peeple, too, of different race, different 
lenguare, different traditions «né@ alien in many ways to Japanese 
thought end life. ‘It is ineviteble in such ecireumstences that the 
Jepanese Government-General shoud@® be exeesdingly sensitive about any 
influences opereting among the Kore@n people, which they regerd as in 
the slightest dégree divisive or as coming between them and the people 
whem they ere trying to assimilate. You may receli that I re erred 
te this in my pamphlet on "The Korea Conspiracy Case." 


Tt is an ewkward enc embsrressing element in the 
pending issue that the negotiations with the authorities have to be 
conducted bY foreigners. Whenever & question affecting Christien 
work develps in Japan, there are able Jepanese Christian leadérs who 
cen handle it é@irectly with their own government. Of sourse, the tine 
will come when this course cen be followed in Chosen. Unfortunately, 
thet time hes not yet come. Chosen ané@ Jepan differ as wqiffely in 
religious conditions es Mr, Kometsu stetes thet they differ in educa- 
tionel conditions; «nd just as he has seid that "the opinion that the 
same educational policy as pursue? in Japan should be applied to Chesen 
emanetes from an erroneous conception of conéitions existing in the 
two differnt péerts of the country," so we must sey in respect of the 
present question that ® method of procedure which could be edepted in 
Jvapen cannot at this time be adepted in Chosen. we heve no &literna- 
tive, therefore, but to sonfer with the authorities ourselwes, in spite 
of the flelio@eies that inherse in the fact that we sare Americans end 
not Jgepenese. This sonsi¢eration mekes it all the more vitel that ie 
should shew the most @crupuious regard for the éignity of the Govern-— 
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ment-—@eneral end make it perfeétly evisent that we have no desire whet: 
aver to intervene between the Government—General end ite ow subjects. 
On the other hand, Mr. Komatsu himself, by writing @irectly to me and 
by conferring with representetive missionaries an@ with Dr. Spéer in 
Chosen, hes most frankly en@ heartily recognized the fact thet, in the 
peculiar circumstances thet prevail and 6s a result sf interests aequir 
s@ by the missions an@ Boards in good faith through more then 3 quarter 
of a century of laborious and expensive effort, the missions end Boards 
have 8 lecitimmte status es en essential fector in the penfing problem, 
@ stetus to which His Rxcellency, the Governor-General, hes more than 
Once cordially testified, and especially in his hospiteble reception to 
Dr. Speer during the latter's visit of lest summer, | 


We heve gone thus fully into this phese of the 
question because we ere convinced that the removal of any misaprrehen~ 
Sion at this point is an indispenseble prerecwisite to further discus 
Siom of the question in which we are primarily intereste?. or myself. 
tT have no difficulty on this point, because I believe thet the Jepan— 
ese are rightly in Chosen en@ that it is fer better for the Korean ~ 
people that the Jepenese are théir rulers. I am convinced that Kor~ 
ean independence wes impossible, that if Jepen were niet in Korea the 
Raussiéns would be, anc that Japenese efministretion is not only far 
better than Russian woulé be, but far better than the a*ministration 
of the Korean Government when Japan came in. {I am confident that you 
egree with me in this for I remember the emphatic assurances which [I 
have heard meny of your number make et various times. Only a few 
weeks ago, November 27th, Dr. Afams sait in a letter to me: "I count 
myself &@ pro-Japsnese man in Korean matters, Their coming in here wes’ 
‘no fault of theirs. Their ¢eclere@ purpose of assimiletion are entire- 
ily proper and in@eed necessary. Their problems in vorking this out 
are difficult and urgent. In the main the methoés they have 
fux the tayvekeprerk net sirengtherinme mf the taken for the solution 
commend my admiration, The measures they have adopted for the dsvel- 
opment and strengthening of the Koreen peeaple are in the main sound and 
praiseworthy. I heve slweys held a position ef sympathy and coopert~. 
tion toward théir work, anc have utilizee meny oeprortunities to that 
ends" We note, too, thet the Feteral Council of Mission#{n Chosen, 
at its recent annual meeting, atopted the following éeclaration: 


"Resolved that the Members of this Federal 
Council of the Protestant Hvengelical Missions in Chosen 
record our thenkfuiness to God for the freetom of conscience 
end the religious liberty we enjoy under the Imperial Govern- 
ment of Jepen, end thet as residents of the Empire of Jepan 
énée ges Christian Missionéries we recognize the constituted 
civil authorities as ordainedR by God end to be Auly honored :. 
and abeyed in eccordance with the Jord of God.” 


For these reesons we should clarify the presant 
discussion with the Japsnese Government-—Generel by the strongest as- 
surences on this subject that we cen conscientiously meke,. If we can 
convince them of the sincerity of our friendship, meny problems vill 
become easye Chosen is now an itegral part of the Empire of Jepan, 
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certain to be assimilated as suc . Of course, it is hard for the 
Koreans, end for their foreion friends who came to the country in the 
Old days, to adapt themselves to the changed confitions; but there is 
no alternative, | 


: These generel considerations will expléin why the 
Board”’s Chosen Committee ane the Exeentive Council presented to the 
Board the following report, which efter careful consi@erstion at twe 


meetings was unsnimously adopted tts 7 


"The Chosen Cemmittee ene the Nxecutive Council 
have viven cereful consideretion to a letter, fate? November 4th, 
from the Honoreble M. Komatsu, Director cf the Bureau of Fore ign 
Affairs of the Government-—General of Chosen, in reply to Seere— 


tery Arthur J. Brown's letter of June 16th, on the reguletions of 


religion in Mission as well as in Government schools. i€ heve 
also consiterer the relate? corresvondence ené the other problems 


feien +im BRikte place of the Bible ene reliscious teaching in 
Mission schools) we sre incline’? to believe thet the renerel cetti- 
tude of the Board #n@ the Mission towere® the Jepenese fiministre+ 
tion en? policy in Chosen mey be regerfea by the Government-Gen— 
ersl as more vitel en® aeterminetive then the question of religion 
in privéte schools, end thet in our further conference with the 
authorities we shoul? meke our position cleer on this subject. 

A happy ed justment mey be precticeble on the asis of complete 
mutual confifence which woul@ be impossible without it. Portun- 
ately, this *oes not involve © chrenge in our policy, but simply 

& more cétesoricel officiel expression of it. ve, therefore, 
recommend that the policy «n@ corresponfence of the Board, in 

its reletion both with the Mission enA with the Jepenese Govern— 
ment—General, continue to be governed by the general principles 
which have cherecterized it hitherto ent vhich may he epitomized 
as follows: 


"I. Thet full re ognition be given to the fact thet 
Chosen hes become en integral pert of the Umpire of Jeprn, ene 
thet the lewfully constituted Gevernment shoulé be riven all 
fue obetience fnA respect. 


"2q That we befr in miné that the policy of the Gov- 
ernment—Generel, stete? by Mr. Komatsu, is to "make the Koreen 
people not only goo® end intellisent but *lso loyal subjects of 
the Iimpire both in neme én? reality,’ ena to tettein the eim of 
essimilation by @irecting en® unifying the tren@ of the populer 
mind peri passu with the improvements in meterial features of the 
people in the peninsule,* 
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"3. That we remember that the Japanese feel thet the 
carrying out of this policy, in the peenliar conditions which pre- 
veil in Chosen, justifies a closer an@ more complete rovernments 
control than mizht he deeme& necessery in other circumstences, 
and thet the @iscussion of such cuestions by foreigners is & ¢cel- 
icete metter. 


14. That we believe thet the overnment-—Ceneral has en— 
ected meny wise an? helpful lews en@ hes ineugurete* highly preise 
warthy reforms «n* improvements which are of lerge value to the 
Koreensa« 


"5. Phat while carefully absteinine from political ef- 
feirs, it is the #esire ani purnese of the Board en* Mi-sion that; 
so fer es their influence may be properly eerte* in such matters, 
it shoulé be in level ce-operction with the Jepenese GFovernnent— 
Generel, . 


"6. That the Board ena the Mission shonlé meke it their 
object to conform to the regulations of the Govermmunt—Cenerfi 
which goncern improvements in the erefe, curriculum Fn? eherfeter 

f the schools ena shonl4 carefully avoia teaching or practices 
which are incompetible with such regulations en* with the reeson- 
able desire of the Government-Generel to heve Korern youths trein- 
ed to leyelty of sentinent the constituted euthorities. 


a7, Thet the Board eprrove the ection of the Chosen Mis-- 
sion in turesing upon the members of the Mission the importence of 
the study of Jepenese, thet each Station be instructed te teke the 
matter unfer consideretion en@ select one er more of its members 
te give special study to the Jepenese Irngueze in order thet event. 
ually there mey be in each Station some missionery who hes a vork- 
ing knowlefze of the nationel lenprege;* thet the Board aprropriet: 
Yen 1,050 to cover the cost of sending three members of the ii s— 
sion, @uring the eo in fiscel year, to the Jepenese Lenrusge 
School in Tokyo, fné@ thet the Mission he euthorized to make pro- 
vision “or e s miler expen?iture in its repuler estimates for such 
subsequent yerrs as mey be necessery. 


"8. That es reger@és the Or@inance on the separation of 
religion en* efucetion in mission schools, it is the view ef the 
Beard that, penéine further confernece with the Gevernment-— Gen- 
eral and further consi@erstion en*® ection by the Boerd, the mis-— 
sion schools shoulé for the present continue their Eible teaching 
en? chapel services, evailine themselves of &s mach as may be 
needed of the ten veers of grece which the Japenese Government— 
General itself hes considerately offered. 


"9, That pending further conference betveen the Boerd 
an? the Mission an? the Gevernment-Generel, no new educetionri 
institutions shoulée be epenea. 
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"lO. Thet es e question at once arises regerdine the 
classification of the Union Christien Collesce in Seeul, in which 
the Board is cé—opereting with other Roerds having missionary 
work in Chosen, the Board aprrove the recommendetion of the Joins 
Committee of the Boards on FAucation inChosen that, as the Union 
Christien College in Seoul wes projected more then two years be- 
fore the promulgetion of the law, Merch 24, 1915, as Yen 100,000 
hag been secured for property, as errangements for the beginning 
of instruction haa been completed so thet the Colleze was an in- 
tegral part of the existing educational plens ef the Boerds when 
the orAinance became known; ena furthermore, &£s the Government- 
General hes ellowea the Collepe to orerete thus far uneer the per. 
mit of the John D. Jells Treining School for Ghristien i0orkers, 
the Boaré approve the recommen@etion of the Joint Committee of the 
Boards on Fducation in Ghosen that the Government-Generel be re- 
spectfully requested to rerard the College es coming uncer tHe 
ten-year period of greece in the same wey es other existing mission. 
éry schools; or if this is not possible, thet the Pigla Boere of 
Menegers of the Collere be recueste@ to confer with the author- 
ities in the ope of securing some arrengeement which will be ace 
ceptable to the Government an? at the seme time secure the full 
Christian charecter an* influence of the institution, ene to re- 
pert the results of suck conference to the Boar@s et home for 
their consideration; enf® thet endine these negotiations with the 
Japanese Government—Cenerel an? finel action on the subject by the 
Boards, the Missions en? the fiel@ Boar? of Menagers be instructed 
fo continue the work of the College on the most economicel pract- 
icéble besis end to avoi@A commitment to eny expenfitures beyond 
those thet ere ahsmlutely necessery to the present courses of in- 
gtruction, these expenditures to be assigned to the co-opereting 
Hoerds on en ecuiteble basis of Aistribution. 


"Ll. Treat as regards the Girits’ School at S en Chyrun 
Station, which, we arg <Avised, the Jepenese authorities expect 
to conform immesietely to the new regulations on the gzouné thet th 
the school had not received a government permit prior to the pro-. 
mulgetion of the Orfinance, Mereh 24, 1915, the Bofrd support the 
position that, as the school was opene* in the fell af 1907 ane 
was therfore in ectuel operetion seven an* a helf yeers ‘efore the 
promulgation of the law, es the Board has liste? it in our pub- 
lished official annus] reports from 1998 to the rresent time, as 
the Board sent & missionsry from America in 19112 to con@uet it 
an? has incurred this and other expenses of meintenance in food 
feith, as a government yermit href been aprlie* for lone before the 
proposé? new orfinence was kmovwn an? in sample time for it to be 
issued, we believe that the Mission en* the. Eosard sre Justified 
in considering the school as en exisitne Mission school at the 
time the lew went into effect an& therefore entitle@ to continue 
its religious teachine for the present in the seme way es other 
Mission schools, under the ten-yerr perio? of zrace. 


12. Thet in view of the just requirements of the Govern- 
ment Bureau of Reucation regerfing the equipment an? esurriculum of 
_, primary or common schools en& the qualificetions of their teschers. 
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the increasing financial fcifficulty which the Bosra anf the Mis- 
Siom have been experiencing for severtl yeergs in meeting these 
requirements ena in mminteining such rrimary schools in compet— 
ition with those which ere equipped fnA mainteinea by the Govern. 
ment, en@ in view elso of the probability thet the Government is 
more concerned about these primery common schools than it is 
about the comparatively smell number of boerding schools en? col- 
lepes (thirty-seven) meinteinea by the mis ionery Roerds, the 
Mission be recueste@ to consiaer whether it woul? be expe@ient 
for us as e missionary erency to witharaw from the field of prim- 
ary education, and to concentrete our esuceétiongl efforts upon 
the boerfing schools ana other higher institutions, in the hope 
that the Covernment—Cenerel vill accord this limite@ numver of 
institutions the same freeaom in regerd to relirious mstters that 
is freely aesoréed to such ins‘itutions in other lenes, ve oO 
not express a ind@gment hoon this question et the present time 

but simply recommend that the Jueement of the Mission be soucht 
with a view to azcerteining whether we shoula arfopt in Chosen 

the policy thet has long been followed by the Roera sna the Mis- 
Sions in Jepen en’ the Philippine Islen’s, 


"15. Thet the Eoer@ is in full sympethy with the re. 
Quirement of the Covernment—General thet foreirn es well es nes 
tive physicians shell pess the exeminetion prescribea by law, ss 
it is both the right ena the euty of every civilize*® ~overnment 
to sefe-~suerd its people by insisting thet the professions thet 
deel with the public hesrlth are compose’ of properly qualifies 
persons, We @re gla& to Enow that the Government—Ceneral recog. 
nizes the justice of examining meAicr1 missionaries unaer present 
constitions in the English lenzuace, in view of the fect thet a 
new missionary #oulA heve to suudy Jepanese several years before 
aoquiring sufficient fecility to pass a highly ecientific enr 
technical exemination in that ienguege ené thet it -rowla be im. 
practicable for him to defer 430 long the beginning of his pro. 
Fessionsl work. {f the suthorities shall @eem it necessery to 
hold examinations in Tokys, the Board will slealy pay the trev- 
elling expenses involved. 


"14. That the Boerd@ has learne’ with eretifieetion of 
the Report of the Intercourse with Mr. Usemi, Director of Inter. 
nal Affairs eanA Director of Religions in Chosen,? regarcing the 
regulations for religuous propegetion known es Gevernment Orain- 
ance 83, an¢d that the Mission ena the Fefteral Couneil of the 
Missions in Chosen have re-or@ea their pleasure thet their epnre- 
hensions on this subject have been elieyed by Mr. Usemi's explen~ 
etions,” 


witrawd 

‘ This action by the Bogard is so full I need 2a 
nothing further in the way of explanations except perhens to st:te 
that the auestion reparfing primery schools referre? to in Section 12 
hes been raised in letters from some of your number @n@ & public ren 
ference to the subject apreers on pe73 of the printed minutes of your 
Annuel Meeting where the Raucetionel Senate ststes: 
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"je régeret to report that the Senete still remeins un- 
eble to secure the sum sought some yeers ego for the essistence 
of the Common schools, de repret also to report thet the Com- 
mon Schook system of Christien Schools seems to be ereduaily 
losing ground." : 

By @irection of the Board, I em sending & copy of 
this letter to Mr. Komatsu in eonnection with my reply to his letter 
of November 4th, ® cony of which I ericlose hérewith. mie Board deem 
it manifestly just enf wise thet officiel corresponfance on this sub- 
ject shoule be entirely open en? ehove boerd. There should be full 
mutus] knowle*ge en? conPfisence if rieht reletions fre to be estrb- 
lished. , Of course, you heve & right to know whet correspontence the 
Boer@ is Sing on a matter which so vitrlly affects the work to which 
you have consecreted your lives: end the Foar@ believes thet Mr. Ko- 
metsu will heve a better en@ more sympethetic unferstrntine of our 


io?) 


position if he knows whet ve ere writing to you on this subject. We 
ere friends @erline with friends, ene we shoul? procee*# on the sssump- 


go 


tion that each wishes to @o whet is rieht ene fair from the view point 
of sll the interests involver, 


This letter shoule not be interpreted as incon- 
sistent with the position teken in my letter of June 16th, to Hr. 
Komatsu, but es an effort to clear away e# misapprehension which i 
apperentiy compliceting en@é to some extent obscuring the reel problem 
as we view it, ane as en effort also to point the way to the imme7iete 
procefure thet appeers to be desirable penting consiferetion of some 
more permanent ac justment. 
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Sinserely yours, 


~ J. Prown, 


1 of Foreign Nissicns of the Presbyterian Church, 


Pifth Avenue, 
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